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The importance of public outreach
• Prove societal relevance: create a basis of support in society
(e.g. grant awarding institutes, politicians, tax payers)
• Moral duty of helping interested non-experts along
• Professional honor: improve the image of science/scientists
• Inspiring a new generation

Source:
"The exact story"
by Ionica Smeets

Why should YOU engage in public outreach
• You gain more insight about your research area when you
explain it to non-experts
• It reminds you how much you love science
• On your CV, it shows that you are a good communicator with
a broader view than only your research
• You meet interesting people outside your daily world
• It is fun!

Public outreach at the astronomy department
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Telescope tours for diverse groups
Open star gazing evenings
Pre-University College, HOVO (life-long learning), teacher training
Public talks, lectures, master classes, etc
Interviews (radio, tv, newspapers, magazines)
Writing popular articles
Help for high school students (e.g. profielwerkstukken)
Twitter
… and much more

Open star gazing evenings
•
•
•
•

Every last Friday of the month in winter
In cooperation with the AKN (Astronomische Kring Nijmegen)
60 – 300 visitors per evening, depending on weather
a tour of the telescopes (AKN), a lecture (us), a movie (us),
and the opportunity to ask questions (AKN and us)

Everybody is expected to participate in the
department's public outreach efforts in some way!
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The outreach committee: what do we do?
We are NOT planning to take over all the public outreach in the department!
• We will coordinate public outreach:
- try to divide the outreach load more evenly
- all outreach requests can be forwarded to outreach@astro.ru.nl
- make an inventory what we do (offer)
- decide which requests we want to spend time and effort on
• Run the Twitter feed: include @RUastro in your (work-related) tweets (and
post your news on the wiki!)
• Set up an astronomy outreach webpage
• Set up an ordered repository for public talks and materials
• Work on increasing the use of the RIF in outreach

What can you do?
Star gazing evenings:
• Dutch-speaking lecturers
• Dutch- and non-Dutch speaking helpers with organization, video,
questions, and logistics
• We still need a coordinator for next year!
Telescope tours:
• Tour guides: make sure you do a telescope training and keep up
• Roque will give a last telescope training in Nov/Dec
• We need a telescope trainer and telescope guardian!
Help setting up radio outreach using the RIF
And much more! Come talk to us about opportunities.

Please note your efforts on the list!

Our first outreach event for the department
Come play the science game
Expedition Mundus with us at this
year's Christmas dinner!

